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“This year has brought unimaginable challenges, making it more important 
than ever to take time to support each other and to search for solace and 
beauty in our daily lives,” says glass artist extraordinaire Dale Chihuly, 
who, even at 78, continues to find fresh sources of inspiration. His latest 
collection, “Chihuly Merletto,” named after the Venetian cane-working 
technique of merletto, the Italian word for “lace”—debuted at Seattle’s 
Traver Gallery in the spring and will appear in exhibitions at botanical 
gardens and museums throughout 2021. Pieces are currently for sale at 
Chihuly Studio in Seattle. The artist shared the details of his latest tour de 
force with Luxe. chihuly.com

What brought about “Chihuly Merletto?” I am always looking for new ways 
to challenge myself and my team, and I just happened to notice a similar 
quality between merletto and drawings that I made years ago with bunches 
of pencils clutched in my hand. I had never tried the technique, which was 
developed in Venice in the 15th century, but I had often admired it.

Why is your method different from the Venetian one? The traditional 
Venetian technique of merletto is intricate, symmetrical and meticulous in its 
representation of lace. My work retains this delicate beauty of the lace but 
adds movement, creating the patterns within sloping, dynamic basket forms. 
The final effect is reminiscent of lace blowing in the wind. 

“I was born and raised in the Pacific Northwest, and that 
region is woven into my aesthetic,” says luxury tastemaker 
and author Shayla Copas. “Entertaining is about creating a 
welcoming environment, and that meshes perfectly with the 
Pacific Northwest vibe.” Copas knows how to do it up big, as 
evidenced by the vast array of themed shindigs showcased 
in her book, Four Seasons of Entertaining. But given the times 
we’re living in, Luxe asked the lifestyle lodestar how to create 
that festive vibe on a more intimate scale. shaylacopas.com
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What’s your favorite part of entertaining in 
the fall? Nature really gives us a treat during 
the fall. Since the colors of foliage vary in 
each region, you can always look beyond 
your own area for even more inspiration. I 
enjoy using colors traditionally associated 
with the season and mixing them with the 
unexpected. In the Oktoberfest feature of 
the book, I used oranges and golds, which is 
a more familiar fall palette, but added a crisp 
blue accent shade. That color combination 
feels fresh yet still seasonal. 

How do you see entertaining being 
different this year? We’ll definitely have 
more outdoor celebrations. Fall weather can 

be drastically different depending on where 
you’re located, but the season always lends 
itself to a very cozy feeling. If you do plan 
to entertain outdoors, include that detail on 
the invitation. It’s helpful for guests who are 
concerned about being in large groups. 

What tips would you offer those who are 
intimidated to entertain at home? My best 
tip is to be yourself and entertain from the 
heart. The recipes and other glamorous 
details are wonderful, but your guests can 
feel when you are opening your home with 
love. Think about how you would like to be 
welcomed into someone’s home and make 
sure you give that same emotion.


